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This occurred to me when I recently attended the LA Art Book Fair. Sure, the books and

zines were interesting, but what made the experience so varied and extraordinary were the
people there, both friends and like-minded strangers. As we think about the possibilities of
publishing today we need to take into account the various aspects of publications that exceed
the publication itself. Artists’ books and publications from the 1960s and 1970s offer models of
how publications bring us into contact with the world, opening up opportunities for collectives,
events, and actions. If we are to understand and reactivate these models in the present we can’t

be satisfied with fetishizing books as collectors items or antiquated curios; we need to think

about how the activities of editors, designers, artists, writers, and, not least, readers create

meaningful and worthwhile experiences, whether on or off the page or screen. = Gwen Allen,

“The Artist as Bookmaker”
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To devise a business structure in which the publications

are affordable and their value determined by what one might get out of
owning them, rather than from reselling them. = Tauba Auerbach,

“Diagonal Press Mission”
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The Ninth Task of the Publisher: Stand in the Market

To stay at the book fair stand for four days, and talk through all of them from morning ‘til
night with many different people, about many different topics: authors, designers, exhibitions,
circulation figures, discounts, future plans, and political disputes; about temporary injunctions,
reprints, paper varicties, and review copies. This is the market: a large self-manifestation of

society. A place of exchange. And the publisher stands in the center. = Jan Wenzel, “The Twelve
Tasks of the Publisher”
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